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McHenry and other fortifications, was not
captured. From the close of the War of
1812 to the beginning of the Civil War, the
city grew steadily and became an important
shipping port. The ships constructed here
became famous throughout the world as the
Baltimore Clippers. The Civil War was
disastrous to the growth of the city, since
connection with the South was cut off and
nearly all of the commerce and manufac-
tures were either crippled or suspended; but
after 1865 Baltimore regained her former
prosperity and grew rapidly. In February,
1904, a disastrous fire devastated nearly all
of the business portion of th^ city, destroy-
ing over 1,500 buildings and nearly $80,000,-
000 worth of property. The disaster was in
the nature of a blessing in disguise, for it
made it possible to rebuild the city on modern
lines.
BALTIMORE O'RIOLE, EANGBIKD,
FIREBIRD, or GOLDEN ROBIN, one of
the most beautiful of the birds that nest in
the northern states and Canada, related to the
blackbird. It is about seven inches long, has
a black head and upper parts and brilliant
orange under parts. It weaves a long, grace-
ful, pouchlike nest, usually far out on the tip
of a high limb, where it is shaded by over-
hanging leaves. The Baltimore oriole is a
courageous bird, and is quite able to protect
its nest from much stronger and larger birds.
Its song is sweet and clear, and this, "with its
bright colors and its destruetiveness to in-
sects, makes it a great favorite with every
one. It is called the Baltimore oriole because
black and orange were the colors of Lord
Baltimore.
BALUCHISTAN, balucMstahn', formerly
an unimportant country of Asia, about half
as large as the state of Texas or the province
of Alberta, Its southern boundary is the
Arabian Sea, from which it ascends in steep
shore lines. For many years Baluchistan has
been politically under British domination,
being governed as a province of British
India. Afghanistan is north, and Persia is
west. The capital city is Kalat, where the
khan exercises nominal authority.
The general surface of the country is
nigged and mountainous, with some exten-
sive intervals of barren, sandy deserts, and
there is a general deficiency of water. Cot-
ton, indigo and various fruits grow in several
parts of the country. The date palm is
abundant in the southwest. The country is
 almost entirely occupied by pastoral tribes
under semi-independent sirdars or chiefs.
Since the middle of the nineteenth century
British commissioners have been appointed to
the capital city, but up to 1876 the country
was considered independent. The area in
which British officials wholly administer af-
fairs is 54,288 square miles, containing a
population of 463,508 (1931). The area of
the entire country is 134,638 square miles
and the total population is 868,816.
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BALZAC, honore' de (1799-1850), the
greatest of French novelists, whose Euge-
nie G-randek is considered a masterpiece of
character study. Some critics regard it as
the world's finest novel. The author was
educated for the law,
but his inclinations
were always toward
literature, and from
an early date he
wrote novels. None
of these had any
particular merits, ^
and only with the
publication in 3 829
of The CJiouans did
it become evident	balzac
that    the    young
writer was a man of genius. This genius he
turned to the carrying out of a plan for
representing in a series of novels, to be
called The Human Comedy, all the phases of
human life in the France of his day. The
outcome of this ambitious plan was an as-
tonishing number of novels, containing the
marvelous delineations'of character which en-
titled him to rank almost with Shakespeare
in his power to portray men. That all sides
of life might be presented, Balzac often in-
troduced into his works accounts of most
immoral and licentious characters and hap-
penings, but with it all he does not neglect to
lay stress upon the better and more ideal as-
pects of life. Aside from his EugSnie Gran-
det the best of his novels include Cousine
Bette, Lost Illusions and Poor Relations.
During the latter part of his life Balzac was
much influenced by Madame Hanska, a Pol-
ish countess, whom he married only a few
months before his death*
BAMBOO', a giant, treelike member of
the grass family, possibly the most useful of
any single plant in those parts of the world
where it flourishes. It reaches its superb
growth of from fifty to 125 feet in Japan,

